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Nashville is Open 

 

I spent a couple of days in Nashville after 
the Savannah Rally just to see what we 
could expect at our Fall Rally, September 
29 ï October 3, 2010 
 

Although the national media made it 
sound like Nashville was completely under 
water, it was not. There is/was major flood 
damage in low lying areas, Gaylord Opry-
land Hotel, Opryland Mills Mall, the 
Grand Ole Opry , and Bass Pro Shop. 
Some of the campgrounds in the area were 
closed or partially closed due to the flood 
damage. Not Yogi Bearôs Jellystone Park 
Camp-Resort. Yogi had the good fortune of 
building on high ground. That was one 
smart Bear, no wet picnic baskets for Yogi 
and Boo Boo. Yogi Bearôs Campground 
was high, dry and 100 percent operational. 
Some of the down town bars and shops 
had water in their basements, but most 
were open and doing a thriving business. 
The Grand Ole Opry has temporarily 
moved back to its original down town loca-
tion in the Ryman Auditorium. 
 

I saw hundreds of construction workers, 
working around the clock, in the Music 
Valley Drive/Opryland area. At this time it 

is not known when 
the Opryland Mall 
and Hotel will re-
open. I guess the la-
dies will just have to 
go a little further to 
shop. 
 

Marilyn and I went to 
the Ryman Audito-
rium and saw the Grand Ole Opry show with 
John Conlee, Jesse McReynolds and the Vir-
ginia Boys, Jean Shepard, Little Jimmy Dick-
ens and Martina McBride. It was a great show. 
We also spent two evenings up and down 
Broadway frequenting some of the Honky 
Tonks and listening to some great Country 
Music. 
 

Yogi Bear Jellystone Park Camp-resort is a very 
nice treed camp ground. The owners and staff 
are friendly and great to work with. We have 
reserved all 50 amp full hook-up sites. Go to 
www.nashvillejellystone.com for more infor-
mation on this great park. 
 

Time is running out to join us for a great 
Rally in Nashville. We have over thirty 
coaches registered as of May 15, 2010. 

Hope to see you in Nashville. 
Skip Evans 

Dear all, 
 

Itôs been a while since I had the opportunity to meet all of you at a Prevost Prouds 
Rally.  It was a pleasure for me to once again meet with your President and lovely First 
Lady, Ken and Patty, other members of the Prevost Prouds Board, some long time 

friends and new acquaintances.  Itôs amazing how quickly time flies. 
 

I am convinced that you will all agree with me that the end of 2008 and 2009 were not 
the average months when we think about the North American economy and our mar-

kets. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Prevost is not immunized against market downturn but due to our diversification strategy we have, in the past, 
been moderately exposed to these situations.  This current downturn is different.  For the first time in my 28 
years with the company I have seen the seated coach cycle and the entertainer and motorhome coach cycles all 
synchronizing at down markets resulting in low volumes.  Despite these difficult conditions our strong partners 
and customers have kept their confidence in us and our products.  As a result we have been able to improve our 
market share in the seated coach business by 45% reaching 32% globally for the full year, positioning Prevost 
as strong #2 position a full 10 percentage points above the next closest competitor.  Moreover, we achieved #1 
market share for the first 9 months of 2009, a first ever for Prevost!  In the shell for conversion markets, which 

includes motorhome and entertainer coaches, we retained our strong #1 position with 86% market share. 
 

Regarding our Parts and Service network we remained very strong and have just flattened our growth 
curves.  On this side we have opened our largest Prevost Service Center in Nashville.  I invite all of you to visit 
this industry leading facility.  We have also taken advantage of the crowd generated by the Winter Olympic 
Games and opened a Prevost Service Center in British Columbia, Canada.  We will take our final decision and 

give a permanent home to this center in the coming months. 

 

Our R&D efforts have been focused on the mandated engine technology.  We are now at full pace in regards to 
the introduction of the new engine technology referred to as EPAô10 or EPA2010.  This new technology will ne-
cessitate the use of DEF (Diesel Exhaust Fluid) as an after treatment of the exhaust gas.  This will reduce the 
NOx levels inherent to diesel engine combustion, making these engines the greenest diesel engines in the 

world!   
 

As you can see, despite the downturn of the economy, Prevost, with the support of our Mother company Volvo, 

continues to invest in products and services to offer you the Ultimate Class! 
 

Drive safely! 

Gaétan Bolduc 

President & CEO 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Prevost 

Prevost Prouds is proud to announce that we have entered into an insurance agreement with Overland 
Insurance, owned by Ron Jarvie, of Scottsdale, AZ.  Under the agreement the club will receive revenue 
from each Coach Insurance policy that is written through the Prevost Prouds.  Overland represents most 
insurance companies and has many options to customize insurance to fit your needs, including writing 
your policy even if the vehicle is owned by an LLC or Corporation.  Several  members have already writ-
ten their policy through Overland, including myself.  Give Ron a chance to write yours and your friends 
policy.  I have found him to be very competitive and even saved me money on my Coach insurance for 
this year.  I saved money and the club made money.  Give Ron a call at 1-800-624-6897 to see if he can 
save you money.  We also have applications that can be printed from our web site and faxed directly to 
Overland for a quote.  Please use the application from the web site, or make sure that Ron knows you are 
a Prevost Prouds member so the club gets credit for your policy. 

Prevost Prouds Insurance - by Rick Kent 



ñWelcome to Savannah, Georgiaôs first city!ò signs were evident, in many ways, throughout the Georgia countryside 
as the clubôs coaches assembled to the southeast of Savannah proper at Skidaway Island State Park, a short dis-
tance south of historic Savannah. Skidaway borders the intracoastal waterway and is scenic with attractive flora and 
fauna, mounds of shell middens (oyster shells abound at Skidaway), a liquor still (couldnôt find it), Interpretive Center 
(lots of neat displays), hiking trails (super walking all over the place), and more; a highly suitable site for the clubôs 

spring rally.  
 

The rallyôs first day got underway with an efficient registration process in the Group Shelter Building, afternoon open 
air trolley rides to Wormsloe State Historical Site and the tabby ruins of a colonial estate dating back to the mid-

1770ôs.  

First day ñWelcome to Savannahò activities continued later in the day with folks securing a libation in the Group Shel-
ter Building and returning outside to the display coaches where people were greeted by life-size puppeteers Mr. El-
vis and Miss Charlotte, a southern Savannah belle, who, during the rally, initiated the expression ñbless your 

heartò (southern humor is open to a lot of interpretations as this writer found out).  
 

Following dinner Ken Urban opened the evening by extending a warm welcome to everyone. Ken went on to intro-
duce the converters representatives.  Thereafter, Robert Jones from Prevost was recognized who in turn mentioned 
that Prevost President and CEO, Gaetan Bolduc is with us, and will be, for a couple of day before returning to Que-
bec. The volunteers were thanked by Ken, as was Dave Pedersen and Susan Ball.  Dinner featured a traditional Low 
Country Boil that, according to some, was more than real good; the Rosemary baked chicken, smoked sausage, 

steamed shrimp, Parsley new potatoes, fresh corn on the cob was highly, highly editable!  
 

After dinner found people relaxing under warm skies and, for some, a bit of movie viewing. All of the display coaches 
were showing films, from their lower bay units, made in Savannah like Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil (and 
forty more!) The ñSavannah Movie Nightò idea came from club member Shirley Mathis who has a personal screen 
collection (of vast proportions). One footnote, Millenniumôs Luxury Coaches had a dozen people watching Avatar! It 
was rumored that Avatarôs creative director was born in Savannah.  Bob Phebus, with Marathon Coach, said his film 

watchers stayed until 9:50pm!  
 

The rallyôs second day was sunny and warm. It started with breakfast followed by the clubôs official business meeting 

headed by President Ken Urban.   
 

By 10:15am the ladies had departed Skidaway for Savannahôs Historical District. Once in the Historical District, 
guides on each trolley gave an overview of the District pointing out vintage homes/landmarks, locations where mov-
ies have been filmed, shopping locales, places to eat, and bundles more. Soon the ladies arrived at the Mansion on 
Forsyth Park and lunch at the 700 Drayton Restaurant. Included in lunch was a brief visit to the hotelôs extensive 
ñsouthern womenôs hatò collection; impressive and in keeping with the historical flavor of the city; more to follow after 

lunch. ñLord have mercy,ò it was nice! 
 

As the ladies enjoyed lunch, the gents were back at Skidaway attending Prevostôs Michelin TechTALK tire seminar 
which was well received. Following lunch the men boarded open air trolleyôs for a 15-minute 50mph ride to the His-

torical Districtôs Calhoun Square and a rendezvous with the ladies; touring was next!  

Afternoon featured a host of 90-minute tour options from Shopping Trek, Savannah Movies, Historic Homes and His-
torical District Overview. At 3 oôclock about 30 folks returned to Skidaway; however, the touring continued. The sec-
ond bloc of tours proved to be very popular especially a new tour called ñHistoric Tavernsò. Over seventy people be-
gan this tour with the guides passing out a very old libation called ñChatham Artillery Punch.ò Needless to say, the 
punch was extremely well received (it was a hot afternoon) as was the libation tastings at two historic tavern visits 
that followed. Upon arriving back at Skidaway it was duly noted that more than a few trolley riders were loudly sing-
ing as the trolley came to a stop in front of the Group Shelter Building. ñGreat experience,ò remarked one happy tour-

goer.  
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The converters offered an informal social at their display coaches as people readied to enjoy the free night.  

    

The rallyôs third day weather forecast was sunny and 89! Undaunted, Dave Pedersen and the golfers munched 
down an early breakfast snack and departed for what turned out to be a delightful day of golf.  At the same time 
getting ready for a 10 am departure was a 20plus group headed to the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum, a WWII 
aviation museum that, according to many, is filled with powerfully moving displays, and exhibits. Several members 
of the tour group said it was definitely an overwhelming experience; one of the best aviation museums in the coun-
try! A second group went to the museum the next day and remarked in a similar way about the museumôs excel-
lence. A small group rode morning trolleys in Historic Savannah for a second Movie Tour and a new tour called 

Strictly Savannah. The latter offered seeing, sampling, and selecting of products made exclusively in Georgia.   

 

The Presidentôs Dinner was next and buses transported everyone to The Olde Pink House in Historic Savannah. It 
was a delightful evening ï warm and expressive. The Olde Pink House dates back to the 1700ôs and has, as one 
might expect from a preserved mansion, one of the oldest bars (the Planters Tavern) in Savannah along with sev-
eral period dining areas ï all in fitting fashion!. Definitely a place to experience! The first-timers assembled on the 
front steps and Susan Ball took their picture and then it was up to the ballroom and outside balcony where a sec-
ond picture was taken. The historic ballroom featured walls covered with mirrors, glass chandeliers, and more than 
a little ñold world charm.ò Fitting in to all this old world charm was Ms. Charlotteôs southern belle cousin (remember 
the first night life-size puppet) who went about the ballroom greeting everyone with all of her southern humor ï 
ñBless Her Heart.ò And, to everyoneôs glee Paula Deen, the southern Savannah cook turned millionaire actually 
put discount coupons under a seat at most tables; many raised their glasses and said ñLord Have Mercyò for that.  
To continue the fun, the Olde Pink House southern songstress, Sidra Sams, entertained folks with her renditionôs 
of ñAmazing Graceò, ñSweet Georgia Brownò, and many other southern favorites. Sidraôs vocals were so strong 

and so inspirational that more than one club member got up and sang. 

  

Ken Urban, the Prouds president, went on to acknowledge past club officers, and introduced Andrew Kankula, 
Prevostôs Senior Vice President for Marketing & Sales. Dann Wiltgen, Prevostôs Vice President of Sales was also 
recognized.  Rave culinary reviews came in for the filet mignon that was served this evening. The evening still re-

mained warm and beautiful as the buses returned home. 

 

Weather wise the rallyôs fourth and last day was a southern delight. After breakfast people ventured off to do an 
assortment of things. The Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum Tour trolley departed by 10am and thereafter left a 
void in the schedule until 5pm. At 5pm with the social underway Rick Kent led a session titled ñEmergency What 
To Do Checklistò ï over 65 people listened attentively as Rick covered some basic points to follow in an emer-
gency. John Hawkins, a Prouds newcomer, from Miller Industries in Chattanooga, TN, followed with a session ñDo 
You Know You Coach, If It Had To Be Towed?ò which covered the importance of knowing your coach and key me-
chanical items, service providers, your location, cost of the service and much more. Bob Makin, a member, also 
mentioned the RV Medical Emergency Systems program. Both sessions generated a considerable amount of dis-

cussion and questions, to the extent that there will be follow-up sessions in the Nashville Rally. 

 

The evening ended with a yummy dinner and ñkudosò to volunteers and others who made the Savannah rally so 
special. As people hugged one another and wished them safe travels one distinct refrain could be heard over all 

the others ï ñBless Your Heartò darlinôs, see you soon.   

 

          ñby Georgeò 
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Savannah  contôd 



The tour of the Mighty Eighth Mu-

seum was presented on Friday 

morning and again on Saturday 

morning.  This has to be one of the 

best tours I have ever experienced.  

There was a total of over 40 mem-

bers that enjoyed this great experi-

ence. 

The Combat Gallery houses origi-

nal aircraft, engines and scale 

models, as well as a multitude of 

exhibits. Inside the gallery is the 

Museumôs very own B-17 Flying 

Fortress.  The B-17 and B-24 were 

the most predominant four engine 

bombers used by the 8th Air Force 

during World 

War II. The PT

-17 was one of 

the most 

widely used 

training aircraft 

in the United 

States. Hang-

ing above the 

B-17 and PT-17 are five scale mod-

els including, a P-47 Thunderbolt, a 

P-51 Mustang, a German ME-109, a 

B-24 Liberator and a B-17 Flying 

fortress. The Combat Gallery fea-

tures exhibits such as the Navigator 

Exhibit, the interactive Gunner Ex-

hibit, the Tuskegee Airman Exhibit, 

the Remarkable Story of the Men & 

Women of the Mighty Eighth Air 

Force and the Second Air Division 

exhibit including ñFighting Samò the 

actual nose section of a B-24 Lib-

erator.   All that attended the tour 

were impressed.  If ever in Savan-

nah, I would highly recommend the 

Museum.            

        By  Rick Kent 
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